Fourniers gangrene following hyfrecation in a male infected with the human immunodeficiency virus M R Nelson, J Cartledge, S E Barton, B G Gazzard Fourniers gangrene was first described in 1883 as an abrupt onset of painful scrotal swelling proceeding rapidly to gangrene.' The condition is frequently associated with either diabetes mellitus or alcohol abuse and it may occur with trauma, perianal sepsis or as a complication of urethral catheterisation, perhaps associated with urinary extravasation.
The rapid destruction associated with Fourniers gangrene may be due to synergism between anaerobic streptococci, which are almost always isolated from the pus, and other micro organisms.
We 
